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The Royal Spanish Academy (RAE) defines nationality as the legal tie of a person with 

a state, which confers the status of a citizen of that state on the basis of the place of 

birth, the nationality of his or her parents or the fact of naturalisation. 

Given that, the republic which we are talking about was divided into two, the question 

arises as to what happened to Czechoslovak citizenship. How did the Czechs and 

Slovaks obtain their respective nationalities? 

On 1
st
 January 1969, when the federalisation law (Constitutional Act No. 143/1968 of 

27
th 

 October 1968) came into force, all citizens of Czechoslovakia were simultaneously 

citizens of the Czech Republic or the Slovak Republic. 

Rychlík explains that, in principle, every Czechoslovak citizen acquired the citizenship 

of the republic in which he or she was born. However, if someone was born in one 

republic but his or her parents were born in the other, the baby obtained the citizenship 

of his or her parents. “In all cases it was possible within six months to apply for 

citizenship of the second republic, but few people did so because the citizenship of the 

republic was not important in everyday life”, he points out. 

“Therefore, every foreigner had to be naturalised first as a Czech or Slovak citizen and 

only as such obtained Czech citizenship (just like every citizen of an EU Member State 

is also an EU citizen)”, Rychlík highlights. Czech citizens could easily become 

naturalised as Slovak citizens if they were permanently resident in Slovakia and vice 

versa, but during the existence of Czechoslovakia there was no reason to do so. 



When Czechoslovakia was dissolved, both governments allowed all people who were 

Czechoslovak citizens on 31
st
 December 1992 and were not citizens of the republic 

where they lived to obtain a permanent residence permit. 

As for nationality, everyone had the citizenship of the particular republic they held 

during the existence of the Czechoslovak Federation. Both the Czech Republic and the 

Slovak Republic adopted their own citizenship laws, which, however, were not 

compatible.  

The expert stresses that the Slovak law allowed all people who, on 31
st
 December 1992, 

were Czechoslovaks and at the same time were not citizens of the Slovak Republic to 

obtain Slovak citizenship for a period of one year. That is, until 31
st
 December 1993. 

On the other hand, “those that residing in the Czech Republic for at least two years, who 

were Czechoslovak citizens as of 31
st
 December 1992 and who were simultaneously 

citizens of the Slovak Republic could obtain Czech citizenship, but first they had to be 

released from Slovak citizenship and also had to present a clean police record” the 

historian explains. 

“The law was directed against Gypsies because almost all Gypsies in the Czech 

Republic after 1945 came from Slovakia or were their children or grandchildren, so 

technically they were still Slovak citizens,” he clarifies. Moreover, Rychlík recalls that 

Czech Gypsies were exterminated in World War II, while in Slovakia Roma were not 

deported to concentration camps. 

Despite the incompatibility of Czech and Slovak laws, there were people who obtained 

citizenship of both republics. According to Rychlík, this was possible because of the 

following: 

a) Children born after 1
st
 January 1993 whose parents had different citizenship. For 

example, one was Slovak and one was Czech. 

b) Slovak citizens who applied for Czech citizenship shortly before 31
st
 December 1992 

according to the old Czech law, which did not require renouncing Slovak citizenship, 

“as was the case with my wife and daughter”, the expert underlines. 

c) Slovaks who lived in the Czech Republic for at least two years and in 1993 were, at 

least, 60 years old. 

d) In 1996 the Czech Republic allowed, by Act No. 139/1996, persons who were 

Slovaks on 31
st
 December 1992 and permanently residing in the Czech Republic after 

that date to obtain Czech citizenship. 

A curious fact provided by Rychlík is that, in 2013, Prague recognised dual citizenship 

(not only Czech and Slovak) under a new law. On the other hand, the law passed by the 

Slovak Parliament on 17 July 2010 stipulates that “a Slovak citizen who voluntarily 

accepts the citizenship of another country loses Slovak citizenship ex lege”, the 



professor stresses. “A Czech can apply for Slovak citizenship and is not deprived of 

Czech citizenship (this was my case), but a Slovak who applies for Czech citizenship, or 

citizenship of another country, will lose Slovak citizenship” illustrates Rychlík. 

According to Rychlík, the aforementioned Slovak law was a reaction to the law 

approved in Hungary, according to which all ethnically Hungarian persons living 

abroad can obtain Hungarian citizenship. For this reason, the Slovak government feared 

that Hungarians in their country would apply for the citizenship of their neighbouring 

country. “It is not clear whether this happened because the Hungarian authorities, of 

course, do not inform the Slovak authorities about such cases,” the professor concludes.  

Both legal nationality and identity or sentimental nationality were very complex during 

the development and dissolution of the predecessor of today’s republics. The bond 

between the two was not severed on 1 January 1993. Paradoxically, today the number of 

Slovaks living in the Czech Lands and Czechs living on Slovak soil is much higher than 

when their mother country handed over control to its successors: the Czech Republic 

and Slovakia. 

Although family relations are still maintained, in almost 30 years, interest in what 

happens to the other state has diminished considerably (especially among younger 

people). However, it is still very easy to find Czechs who have a certain affection for 

their old fellow citizens and care about their current affairs (mostly in border areas). 

This is something that I have experienced myself during my stay in this Slavic country.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


